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Preface of “Bushido, the Soul of Japan”
by Inazo Nitobe, 1900 (BR;A33)

ABOUT ten years ago, while spending a few days under the hospitable roof of
the distinguished Belgian jurist, the lamented M. de Laveleye, our conversation
turned during one of our rambles, to the subject of religion. "Do you mean to
say," asked the venerable professor, "that you have no religious instruction in
your schools?" On my replying in the negative, he suddenly halted in
astonishment, and in a voice which | shall not easily forget, he repeated "No
religion! How do you impart moral education?"” The question stunned me at the
time. | could give no ready answer, for the moral precepts | learned in my
childhood days were not given in schools; and not until | began to analyse the
different elements that formed my notions of right and wrong, did | find that it
was Bushido that breathed them into my nostrils.

The direct inception of this little book is due to the frequent queries put by my
wife as to the reasons why such and such ideas and customs prevail in Japan.

In my attempts to give satisfactory replies to M. de Laveleye and to my wife, |
found that without understanding feudalism and Bushido, the moral ideas of
present Japan are a sealed volume.
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AN ATTEMPT AT INTERPRETATION
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LAFCADIO HEARN

Honorary Member of the Yapan Society, London Jormerly Lecturer in the
Imperial University of Tokyo (1896-1003), and Fourteen
Years a Resident of Fapan

“Perhaps all very marked national
characters can be traced back to a
time of rigid and pervading disci-
pline,”” — WALTER BAGEHOT,
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The Invention of a New Religion
B. H. Chamberlain, 1912 (BA;&45)

As for Bushido, so modern a thing is it that neither
Kempfer, Siebold, Satow, nor Rein -- all men knowing
their Japan by heart -- ever once allude to it in their
voluminous writings. The cause of their silence is not far
to seek: Bushido was unknown until a decade or two
ago! The very word appears in no dictionary, native or
foreign, before the year 1900. Chivalrous individuals of
course existed in Japan, as in all countries at every
period; but Bushido, as an institution or a code of rules,
has never existed. The accounts given of it have been
fabricated out of whole cloth, chiefly for foreign
consumption.
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Do you think most people would try to
or would they
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Pew Global Attitudes Survey

http://pewresearch.org/pubs/799/global-social-trust-crime-corruption

Wike & Holzwart (2008)
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Collectivism and Low General Trust

How about China? China is high on genera

I 'L‘?é'htbf:h&(iﬁb\&l
DERM)

MANINW H\HHH""H

T’L\TL\O)AIQ:{_*E—C%é tlL.\L\-:

|| SwedenWVv99/00

H ChinaWVoo0

H ChingWV99/00

| IndonesiaWVv99/00
| Canadawyg1l

B Japanwv95/98

B Japanwv99/00

L Indiawv9p/00

i Jordanas/os

|d Korea Wvo1

Bd Angentingwvsl

hd Nigeriawy99/00

B RussiaWV95/98

I Moroccol NV99/00
B AngentingWvoo

hd Chilewv99/00

B Slovakiawvao

Bd Bangladeshwv9s/98
B South AfricaWVvo5/98

‘””

Percentages of the “Most people can be trusted” response
in various large scale surveys conducted since 1981.
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| Collectivism and Low General Trust l‘
Actually, Chinese are not high on general trust
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World Values Survey (2005-8): Dark blue bars re
levels for the countries with individualism scored 70 or above, blue
bars for those with 60 or above, light bars greater than 50, light green
bars with individualism less than 50, green bars 40 or less, and dark

green bars 30 or less.

present general trust
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2. Local and international trends in education on medical professionalism

Sadayoshi Onpu™

Abstract:

In this article, I shared my experience as a member of the Professionalism Theme Group at the 2010 Ottawa
Conference, and pointed out a new trend in the definition of medical professionalism. Furthermore, I gave my personal
opinion on medical professionalism in addition to calling attention to domestic issues regarding the Medical School
Accreditation Requirement for ECFMG Certification, pre-and post-graduate training, and attending physicians’

workshops.

Key words: professionalism, definition, education, trend, Ottawa conference
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- Patient Care

- Medical Knowledge

- Practice-Based Learning and Improvement
+ Interpersonal and Communication Skills

+ Professionalism

- Systems-Based Practice

Introduction : Professionalism in action
Domain 1 : Knowledge skills and performance
Domain 2 : Safety and quality

Domain 3 : Communication, partnership and
teamwork

Domain 4 : Maintaining trust
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3. Ten viewpoints regarding education on medical professionalism

Yasushi Mryata™

Abstract:

There is no clear definition of medical professionalism, although it has long been discussed. However, it is
inappropriate to be preoccupied with the details of its definition. It is more important to understand the basic concept of
medical professionalism: a spirit of professionalism developed to gain the trust of patients and society, and implement
education on professionalism.

In the implementation of education on professionalism, it is important to: consider situation-dependent professionalism,
focus on its relationships with society as well as individuals, and take into account the attributes of both professional and
profession. Education on professionalism should encourage learners to reflect and establish their own identity as
professionals, rather than placing an emphasis on education based on the norms, which are centered on lists of behaviors
and competencies.

Key words: trust, situation-dependent, relationship with society, pretession, reflection, professional identity formation
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4. Bushido Professionalism

Hiroshi Nisticorr™

Abstract:

Since the proposal of Best Evidence Medical Education (BEME) by Harden in 1999, there has been an increase in the
trend of discussing problems related to medical education using the results of medical education research primarily
conducted in English-speaking countries as scientific evidence. However, if medical education, including professionalism
and other issues, is discussed without taking into consideration cultures and systems, its essence may be overlooked.
The present paper introduces a theory of professionalism regarding Japanese physicians using bushido (samurai spirit)
as its model. T hope that the present paper will serve as a foundation for discussions concerning education on

professionalism for physicians in Japan.
Key word: BUSHIDO, Professionalism
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5. Medical Professionalism of and for Japanese Physicians
—Breaking Away from the Invented Tradition of Bushido—

Hideki Nomura *

Abstract:

Bushido is the so-called identity of the people of Japan, which was “invented” during the “official nationalism”
movement in the Meiji era when the state of Japan pursued a policy of increasing wealth and military power. After the
defeat of the second world war, nationalistic Bushido almost disappeared, while Nitobe's Bushido has been revived after
a long absence. However, Nitobe's Bushido was originally described in English to explain peculiar conduct by samurai
worriers, such as hara-kiri (self-immolation by disembowelment) and kataki-uchi (redress).

Descriptions of Bushido were written mostly in the Meiji Era as a professional code for the worrier class of samurai.
Nitobe's Bushido is one of them, in which he focused heavily on Care/harm, Fairness/cheating, Loyalty/betrayal, and
Authority/subversion among the moral intuitions of human beings. On the other hand, Care/harm, Fairness/cheating,
and Liberty/oppression are the moral intuitions expected of physicians. This difference is large enough to potentially
lead to serious ethical misconduct if physicians act the under Bushido code of professional ethics.

Key words: Medical Professionalism, Bushido, Invetion of Tradition
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6. Implementation of education on professionalism Education on professionalism in Chiba University

Mayumi ASAHINA™

Abstract:

The Faculty of Medicine of Chiba University implements a curriculum for education on professionalism for students in
multiple school years. The curriculum is designed to promote education solely for the Faculty of Medicine and that for
interprofessional collaboration. Junior students attend lectures and workshops, which also involve patients, to learn about
the definition of professionalism and ethics, and undergo the shadowing method to learn the necessary attitudes and
behaviors as professionals from physicians prior to clinical training. In the clinical training, students attend workshops
twice to reflect on their attitudes and behaviors from the viewpoint of professionalism. The interprofessional education
program encourages students in each school year to learn skills required for interprofessional collaboration along with
students of the Faculties of Nursing and Pharmacy. Students establish their identities as professionals - the most
important goal for medical education, by comparing themselves with other health care professionals. It is important to
implement both programs designed for the Faculty of Medicine and the promotion of education for interprofessional
collaboration to help students establish their identities as professionals.

Key words: medical education, professionalism, undergraduate medical education, curriculum, interprofessional education
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Center, Chiba University Hospital, The Office of Medical Education, School of Medicine Chiba University
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8. Report on “Professionalism as a competency of physicians” session of the “Building up the consensus in professionalism
education” workshop, organized by the 18" term Ethics & Professionalism Committee, and subsequent progression

Hideki Nomura ™

Abstract:

The 18" term Ethics & Professionalism Committee started to visualize the final outcome of medical professionalism
education in FY 2014. Contributions from 7 small groups in the workshop organized by the committee, accumulated
knowledge on professionalism , and the outcome in career development education proposed by the Women Physician
Career Education Committee were combined to produce the first draft. Public opinions were invited, and a consensus
meeting was held to revise it. This draft consists of 7 sub-domains of medical professionalism:

1. Relationship with patients and ordinary citizens
Commitment to societal mission
Morality expected of physicians
Accepting various values and consideration of fairness
Role as leaders/members of organizations and teams

S O W

Pursuit of excellence and continuing professional development

¥ OBMOREEE TR A B E#E, Department of General Internal Medicine, Kyorin University School of Medicine
[T 181-8611 HFHR=IE #7111 6-20-2]
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7. Self-control and career development

Further revision through society-wide discussion will be continued.

Key words: Professionalism, Outcome
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9. Goals of a workshop
Educational strategies

Mayumi Asanna™' Yasushi Mrvata™*?

Abstract:

The paper reports a summary of the second session: “Educational strategies: Presentation of cases and SGD + group
discussion” of the workshop: “Establishment of a consensus on education on professionalism”. The participants in the
session set a goal as a milestone at each of the following stages of professionalism competence, presented educational
strategies to accomplish them, and held discussions with each other: (1) Immediately following admission to the
university, (2) Junior medical students, (3) Preclinical education, (4) Clinical clerkship, (5) Curriculum for students in
multiple school years (for six years), (6) Clinical training, (7) Life-long education.
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The applicability of “Bushido” to Professionalism, and the “Eyes of Others”
Kentaro Iwara™

Abstract:

There was a debate on the applicability of “Bushido” to professionalism among Japanese physicians. Regardless of the
historical aspects upon the writing of “Bushido” by Inazo Nitobe, “Bushido” can be applicable to professionalism. This
conclusion leads to the fact that one cannot avoid the fundamental discussion on the influence of the “Eyes of Others”
when evaluating the professionalism of each physician. This suggests that the evaluation, a concept in the field of
education regarded as “given”, is essentially an obstacle when it comes to the matter of education for professionalism.
Key words: Bushido, Professionalism, “Eyes of Others”
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Should Japanese physicians’ professionalism be based on “bushido”,
a business philosophy, or benevolence?

Kenichi MuxaIsHo™

Abstract:

Professionalism was featured in this scientific journal the other day, and a paper on whether or not bushido, or Japa-
nese chivalry, could serve as a model of professionalism required for Japanese physicians was published in it. Following
this, the issue was also discussed in a paper written by Iwata. From my point of view, Japanese physicians should learn
professionalism from Confucianism including the teachings of Confucius, the basis of Japanese chivalry, rather than bush-
ido itself, as recommended in a paper written by Nishigori.

On the other hand, Sanpo-yoshi (benefits for all three sides), or a business philosophy, introduced by Nomura in his
paper, is family profit-oriented and irrelevant to the above-mentioned “not-for-profit” professionalism. It has been said
that “medicine is benevolent art”, and the basis of education on professionalism for Japanese physicians will be developed
by learning about “benevolence” from the Analects of Confucius.

Keywords: Professionalism, Analects of Confucius, benevolence, Japanese chivalry, Sanpo-yoshi (benefits for all three
sides)
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